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Synopsis

"[W]e can’t come off as a bunch of angry white men.& *Robert Bennett, chairman of the Ohio
Republican PartyOne of the enduring legacies of the 2012 Presidential campaign was the demise of
the white American male voter as a dominant force in the political landscape. On election night, after
Obama was announced the winner, a distressed Bill O4 ™Reilly lamented that he didna ™t live in
&#147;a traditional America anymore.a ¢ He was joined by others who bellowed their grief on the
talk radio airwaves, the traditional redoubt of angry white men. Why were they so angry? Sociologist
Michael Kimmel, one of the leading writers on men and masculinity in the world today, has spent
hundreds of hours in the company of Americad ™s angry white men &#150; from white
supremacists to men’s rights activists to young students &#150;in pursuit of an answer. Angry White
Men presents a comprehensive diagnosis of their fears, anxieties, and rage.Kimmel locates this
increase in anger in the seismic economic, social and political shifts that have so transformed the
American landscape. Downward mobility, increased racial and gender equality, and a tenacious
clinging to an anachronistic ideology of masculinity has left many men feeling betrayed and
bewildered. Raised to expect unparalleled social and economic privilege, white men are suffering
today from what Kimmel calls "aggrieved entitlement": a sense that those benefits that white men
believed were their due have been snatched away from them.Angry White Men discusses, among
others, the sons of small town America, scarred by underemployment and wage stagnation. When
Americad ™s white men feel theya ™ve lived their lives the &#145;rightda ™ way &#150; worked
hard and stayed out of trouble &#150; and still do not get economic rewards, then they have to
blame somebody else. Even more terrifying is the phenomenon of angry young boys. School
shootings in the United States are not just the work of &#147;misguided youthé « or &#147;troubled
teensa «&#151;theya ™re all committed by boys. These alienated young men are transformed into
mass murderers by a sense that using violence against others is their right.The future of America is
more inclusive and diverse. The choice for angry white men is not whether or not they can stem the
tide of history: they cannot. Their choice is whether or not they will be dragged kicking and
screaming into that inevitable future, or whether they will walk openly and honorably &#150; far
happier and healthier incidentally &#150; alongside those theya ™ve spent so long trying to

exclude.
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Customer Reviews

"Defensiveness of the white male is so narcissistic that any criticism of masculinity and male
entitlement is seen as attacking and destroying an entire biological sex". This is a quote from
Michael Kimmels book, and | think it resonates a lot with many of the 1 star reviews of his book.
Angry white men that read this book, feel like "masculinity” is being attacked, and so they say things
like "the pussification of America!!l" and leave a poorly written 1 star critique.It's a great book. It is
well written, thoroughly researched, incredibly informative, and | came across it just in the nick of
time. | was getting frustrated with the countless droves of men that seem to have made it their
mission in life to spend their days on the internet, typing furiously at their keyboards about the "evils
of feminism" and about how "oppressed" the male sex is now "because of the feminists!" . Men
going to forums and spreading their misogyny around, swapping false and misinterpreted statistics,
trying to make claims about how women are "the primary perpetrators of domestic violence!" and
that "40% of all cases of rape reported by females are lies!" and that "women rape men the same
amount, if not more than men rape women!". It seems like any time | enter a space on the internet
where a female centered discussion is occurring, either about rape, domestic abuse, sexual
harassment etc....there are men that immediately show up, and they try try to tell me about this

apparent "epidemic" of female rapists and women that mercilessly beat their husbands.



Michael Scott Kimmel (born 1951) is an American sociologist specializing in gender studies. He
holds the position of Distinguished Professor of Sociology at the State University of New York at
Stony Brook in New York and is a spokesperson of NOMAS. He has written/edited other books
such as Guyland: The Perilous World Where Boys Become Men, The Politics of Manhood:
Profeminist Men Respond to the Mythopoetic Men’s Movement (And the Mythopoetic Leaders
Answer), Manhood in America: A Cultural History, The Gendered Society, The Guy’s Guide to
Feminism, Men & Masculinities: A Social, Cultural, and Historical Encyclopedia (2 Volume Set), etc.
[NOTE: page numbers below refer to the 315-page paperback edition.JHe wrote in the Preface to
this 2013 book, a cel am not chronicling a change that is coming. & ™m describing a change that

has, in most respects, already happened.
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